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A Study on the Central Empires’ Understanding of the

Western Region of Hunan before the 11" Century
XIE Xiao-hui

(Hong Kong University of Science and Technology . Hongkong )

Abstract: From the perspective of how Huaxia tribe confederacy under
stood and positioned non-Huaxia tribes and their interaction, the paper interprets
the accounts of the western region of Hunan in early Chinese literature. As the
study shows, it is not until the Emperor Shenzong of the Song Dynasty (1068 —
1077) that the central Empire attempted to bring the western region of Hunan in-
to its direct governance, while before that the effective control over this region
from the central empires had only remained as an occasional ideal of the scholar-
officials or an ongoing construction for the successors. Actually, it is not wise
for the Central Empires to pursue the domestication in this region. The Balance
between two or more local powerful tribe heads, combining with the complicated
geographical and ecological situation in the mountainous region, provided space
to the society of diversity and ethnic development, which was a buffer needed by
the Central Empires against other local rulers. Some local powerful tribes devel-
oped their hierarchy and turned into the local rulers as the local tribes in the
western region of Hunan used to.

Key Words: Huaxia; Huaxia boundary; Panhu barbarian; the western re-
gion of Hunan; ethnic boundary
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